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Introduction
Sexual harassment and assault among women is one of the oldest practices that are often associated with gender inequality. For hundreds of years, women and girls have suffered mostly in silence regarding sexual harassment. In current times, however, the trend is fast changing as women and girls are finding the courage to come out and speak about and against sexual harassment. Part of the reason for women opening up on the issue is that society is becoming more and more appreciative of the suffering of women as a result of sexual harassment, knowledge on human and women rights continues to gain momentum, and more women are being empowered to seek various forms of action against sexual harassment. It is within this context that the MeToo movement was established, to help bring the attention of the world to sexual harassment against women. 
The MeToo Movement
It was started in 2017 October as a hashtag on various platforms of social media. The main purpose of the movement was to bring to global attention the extent to which sexual harassment against women had prevailed over the years and in particular, in the workplace. The founders of the movement were motivated following the numerous sexual harassment and sexual assault allegations that were levelled out against Harvey Weinstein. Founders, Alyssa Milano and Michael Baker used their social media platforms to encourage those who had fallen victim to practices of sexual harassment and assault to post tweeter messages about it (Chuck 3). The intention of these two was that following the number of people who would share their stories on the same problem, then the world over would get a glimpse on the extent of the problem. Soon, high profile celebrities from around the world were sharing their stories and experiences of sexual harassment and assault. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	By the end of the first day of launching the movement, the term ‘MeToo had been used over 200,000 times and in twelve million posts within the first twenty four  hours (Chuck 4) Women and some men narrated their own experiences or experiences involving their friends or people they know who had been subjected to sexual harassment. The movement was extended to the church, where some members of various churches accused their male counter parts of having engaged them in sexual harassment practices. In the education sector, the movement led to dismissal from office of university staff and professors of the University of California, Irvine. Within the American government and political sphere, women senators including Mazie Hirono, Elizabeth warren, and Heidi Heitkamp talked about their own experiences in relation to sexual harassment (Chuck 4). Human rights experts and other stakeholders involved in the movement have also taken part in the movement, albeit in different capacities. Experts state that although the rate of sexual harassment in the workplace is topnotch, victims continue to face difficulties in obtaining justice for such actions. A person reporting an incident of sexual assault in the workplace in the US is likely to be reprimanded or even fired and as a result, these victims decide to keep quiet on the issue. 
	So far, the MeToo movement has been the best platform where women and men all around the world have had the chance to speak out about sexual harassment against them. Not everyone agrees on the same however and as such, the movement has and continues to receive some criticism. Van Badham, in his post to the Guardian referred to the elements of sexual harassment set out in the movement as an indulgence of power and not sex (Ohlheiser 6). Opponents to the movement call it a feminist movement. They argue that in many cases, the victims gave consent for their sexual involvement with those termed as perpetrators. However, in spite of having given their consent, they claim that the women still view the sexual engagements as sexual harassment because they feel that the men act out of power and as such, the women are taken advantage of. While the latter may be true, what is important according to the opponents is that the ‘so-called victims’ gave their consent. 
	Another area of contention in the movement is on the distinction between seduction and coercion. Opponents to the movement claim that most of the claims were based on moves of seduction and not necessarily harassment. Women, therefore, tend to overreact especially when they do not like the man seducing them and as such, term the events as harassment. More criticism emerges from allegations that while stern action was taken against men that were found to have engaged in such forms harassment as was claimed by female victims, similar claims made by men against fellowmen or women were not responded to (Crilly 6). The major opposition to the movement, however, came from France where 100 women wrote an open letter, describing the movement as a wave representing sentiments of purification and against men and sexuality. 
Conclusion and Related Outcomes
In spite of these oppositions, the MeToo movement achieved greatly in bringing to the attention of the world the poignant issue of sexual harassment in the workplace. The movement touched various spheres including the church, the military, music, medicine, education, sports, politics, government, and even in the pornographic industry. Being a social movement with a social topic, the movement received some criticism over its content and intention, with many viewing it as a movement against Paternalism and promoting feminism (White 9). However, the movement succeeded in its agenda, and millions of women were able to speak out about their experiences, and justice accorded to those that were investigated and found guilty of engaging in sexual harassment. 
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